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Referral Form 
Herd Thyme Equine Assisted Learning and Care Farm 
Please complete and sign the following form to confirm that you 
have read and agree to the following conditions: 
Referrer’s Details
Name:						Telephone:				
Relation to Referred Individual:			Email:

Referred Individual’s (RI) Details 
Name: 						D.O.B: 					
Address:						Telephone Number: 


P/LAC 						Yes/No 
(Previously/Looked after Child) 	
Does the RI have an EHCP?			Yes/No
If yes, please give SEN Lead Worker details:
Parent/Guardian/Carer’s Details 
Name: 
Relationship to RI: 
Telephone Number: 
Email: 
Address: 
Emergency Contact #1 
Name: 
Relationship to RI: 
Telephone Number: 



Emergency Contact #2 
Name: 
Relationship to RI: 
Telephone Number: 
Referred Individual’s Background History 
To conform to our health and safety, safeguarding and risk assessment policies, we appreciate you sharing information in the following areas. 
Please tick if any are relevant and provide details below: 
⬜ Race: 
⬜ Gender: 
⬜ Sexuality: 
⬜ Disability: 
⬜ Physical Health: 
⬜ Mental Health: 
⬜ Immigration Status: 
⬜ Religious Beliefs: 
⬜ Substance Misuse: 
⬜ Education History: 
⬜ Family Situation: 
⬜ Living Accommodation: 
⬜ Criminal Record: 
Have any contacts been suspected or convicted of sex offenses, domestic violence, physical/emotional abuse or other violent crimes? 
Please give relevant details:



Is RI on any medication or receiving other medical treatment?





Does the RI have any dietary Requirements or Allergies?





Child Services Details (if applicable) 
Is this person known to child services? 
Please tick: 
⬜ Yes 
⬜ No 
⬜ Not Known 
If yes please give details below: 

Education Details 
What best describes this person's current educational situation:
⬜ Mainstream (please add name of school below if applicable)
⬜ Specialist 
⬜ Excluded 
⬜ Home Tuition 
⬜ Referral Unit 
⬜ Other 
Please give further details below including hours spent in current education: 




Offending History/Court Orders/Court Proceedings 
Please comment if applicable: 



Potential trigger factors: 




Individual Learner Risk Assessment

	Risk
	Level 1 - 4

	
	1= No risk  2= Small Risk 
3= Moderate Risk  4= High Risk

	Physical attack on adult
	

	Physical attack on learner
	

	Verbal abuse of an adult
	

	Verbal abuse of a learner
	

	Drug or alcohol dealing/use
	

	Damage to property
	

	Persistent refusal/instructions
	

	Absconding from provision
	

	Physical harm/danger to self
	

	Stealing
	

	Other – specify


	





What other future plans for the RI: 
Please explain why you are referring this individual: 
Has Herd Thyme been discussed and consent given by the RI 
(Under 16 Parental/Guardian consent) to attend? 
⬜ Yes 
⬜ No 
What would the RI like to get from their Herd Thyme sessions: 


Further information you would like us to consider: 



Other Services 
Please give details of other services involved in RI’s care that will benefit from the information gained during Herd Thyme sessions: 






Please note that this form must be signed and completed before the first session can commence. 









Confirm and Consent to Share Information 
Signature: _________________ Date_____________________ Print Name: ________________ 
Agency: ___________________ 

We are happy to refer to a Common Assessment Framework (CAF) if there is one available. 

First Aid 
I authorize staff at Herd Thyme who are all qualified First Aiders to give the RI first aid/cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) when appropriate. 
I understand that every effort will be made to contact me in the event of an emergency requiring medical attention for the RI. However, if I cannot be reached, I authorize Herd Thyme to call emergency services to secure necessary medical treatments for the RI. 
Referred Individual 
Name: 
Date of Birth: 
Parent/Guardian/Carer 
Signature: 
Print Name: 
Date: 
Photos 
Please tick the appropriate box if you give permission for Herd Thyme to take photographs for sharing with/in the following ways :
Herd Thyme Website		Yes ⬜    No ⬜ 
Herd Thyme Facebook page 	Yes ⬜    No ⬜ 
Reports to School/Home		Yes ⬜    No ⬜ 









What to expect at Herd Thyme,  
Activities & Safety Information 
 
For Parent/Carer on arrival at Herd Thyme 
1. Please be aware Herd Thyme is part of a working farm and therefore has large machinery in operation throughout the day. 
1.1. Please park at the designated area for drop off and collection and wait at the gate for a member of staff to greet you. 
On NO account leave your Referred Individual (RI) unattended. 
1.2. Should you wish to remain on site during your child/adult’s session a member of staff will direct you to a suitable parking space. 
 
Protective Attire 
1. Please wear hard soled, fully enclosed footwear and socks to protect feet, and long trousers to protect legs while working around and interacting with horses. 
	1.1. 	In order to ride horses comfortably please wear loose or stretchy trousers 
i.e. tracksuit bottoms or leggings. 
2. We aim to be outside as much as possible. It is advisable to bring waterproof           clothing and footwear if possible. We do keep a range of suitable waterproof  clothing available onsite. 
 
Activities 
Activities at Herd Thyme include: 
 
	Bareback Horse Riding 
	Ground Archery 

	Woodworking 
	Gardening 

	Obstacle Course 
	Yoga 

	Horse/Goat Cart 
	Arts & Crafts 

	Bush Crafts 
	Pond Dipping & Stream Paddling 

	Fire making  
	Cookery 


 
If you have concerns about any of these activities, please let us know. 

The following waiver forms must be completed, signed and returned to Herd Thyme:
1.) Herd Thyme Activity waiver form 
2.) Horse riding waiver form 
3.) Bushcraft waiver form 
 
Away from the farm 
As mentioned Herd Thyme is set in a working farm. Some of our paddocks are a short walk away. It is imperative that we know whether walking along quiet lanes, near canals or over railway crossings would be an issue for your RI. We believe that it is beneficial for students to experience these wider areas and feel it promotes self confidence, and improves self awareness, and skills such as road safety, keeping themselves and animals safe, and following instructions. We would need to know whether it could pose a risk to the RI or those around them so extra care can be taken.  
 
Cookery 
We have a cooking area for our students to use. Please make sure we are aware of any food allergies or intolerances and that they are listed on the Referral Form. 
 
Illness or Injury 
It is of vital importance Herd Thyme is informed of any illness, injury or change in circumstance that may affect a child's ability to engage with the animals or activities on the farm. This is an on-going process and it is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to contact Herd Thyme with all relevant details. 
 
Absence 
If an RI is unable to attend a session please notify Kara on 07920 583327 as soon as possible. If we provide transport can you please contact both the driver and Kara to cancel. If Kara cannot be contacted you can also email herdthyme@gmail.com 
 
Transport Arrangements 
If Herd Thyme is providing transport, please make sure you have completed the correct Transport Permission Forms. 
You will be given the name and number of the driver but in the event of absence for whatever reason, please let Kara know and we will inform the driver ourselves. 
 
Lunch 
If your Referred Individual will be at Herd Thyme over Lunch time (from 12:15pm) please make sure they come with a healthy and nutritious packed lunch and a bottle of water. Students build up quite an appetite at the farm so please pack more than enough. We would ask you to avoid fizzy drinks and no sweets or chocolate please. 
 
Social Media 
Whilst we have a no mobile phone policy on the farm there will still be moments where students may swap details.  While we actively support healthy relationships between students on site we do not encourage the exchange of personal details e.g contact numbers. 
Exchanges must be made outside of the provision. 
If contact details are exchanged between students it is strictly the responsibility of the student's caregiver to monitor/safeguard if required. It is not the responsibility of Herd Thyme to manage behaviours away from the Provision. 
 
 
Contact Details 
Our preferred form of contact is through our email herdthyme@gmail.com. 
If the matter is of a more urgent nature you can call or message Kara on 07920 583327. 
Please keep all communication through these channels in compliance with our Safeguarding procedures. 
For any finance enquiries you can contact herdthymefinance@gmail.com 
____________________________________________ 
We are always looking at ways of improving our service so feedback is always appreciated.  
As always, thank you for your on-going support and help in these matters and we look forward to a bright and productive next term. 
Please Read on for some more detailed information about working with horses. 
 
 
The Nature & Physical Character of the Horses 
 
It is important to understand that their survival instincts are what have allowed the horses to survive from prehistoric times to present day. 
The following information has been collated for your safety. 
Please do not be alarmed when you read this, it is only intended to give useful information. 
1. I am advised that horses have minds of their own, as do all animals both domestic and wild. The horse can sense and respond to how I am feeling. 
2. I am advised that when a horse is frightened, angry, under stress or feels threatened it is the horse's instinct to move forward or sideways to run away from danger towards safety. 
1. I am advised that if a horse feels threatened from behind (usually when unable to move freely) the horse may kick. 
2. I am advised that a human must always approach a horse calmly and quietly, preferably to the horse’s shoulder or lower neck. 
3. I am advised that loud and/or sudden unexpected movements near a horse can provoke them to react according to natural protective instincts as described above. 
4. I am advised that the first signs of the horse communicating that he/she is uncomfortable is a sudden tensing of the muscles of the body, possibly laying the ears flat back against the head and quickly tossing or raising the head. I understand that the facilitator will manage the situation if required. 
5. I am advised that a horse can see independently with each eye actually looking in one direction with one eye and another direction with the other eye. The horse can also focus both eyes on one object somewhere in front of him/her. Typically the direction in which the ear is pointing will tell the observer where the eye is looking on the same side and what the horse is listening to. 
6. I am advised that a horse has two blind areas around which he/she cannot see. Those areas are directly behind the horse and directly in front. When a horse has his/her head lowered to the ground, the spot directly at the end of the nostrils is a blind area. This is the reason it is best to approach a horse from the side and never to surprise a horse from the rear or to reach first for the horse's mouth/muzzle area. 
7. Because of the position of the horse’s eyes it is hard for them to see our feet when we stand close to them, I am advised to be aware of this. 
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Herd Thyme Equine Assisted Learning and Care Farm
 

Horse riding and equine activities waiver form 
Please complete and sign the following form to confirm that you have read and agree to the following conditions:
Purpose of this form
Herd Thyme is an equine assisted learning and care farm offering outdoor, animal assisted and practical learning experiences designed to build confidence, life skills and wellbeing. This form explains the nature of horse riding and equine activities at Herd Thyme your child/young person may take part in, outlines potential risks and asks for your consent to participation. All horse riding and associated activities  are carried out under the supervision of trained staff, with full risk assessments and appropriate safety measures in place. However, participation in outdoor and physical activities can involve some inherent risks that cannot be entirely eliminated. Horse riding is a dangerous activity and horses can act in a sudden and unpredictable manner, which may result in serious injury or death.
Details of Person completing this form
Name:						Telephone:				
Relation to Referred Individual:			Email:

Referred Individual’s (RI) Details 
Name: 						D.O.B: 					
Address:						Telephone Number: 

Weight:						Height:

Emergency contact name: 				Emergency contact name telephone: 




Questions 

Have you or the rider you are completing this form for, ever suffered serious injury or discomfort while riding or been advised not to ride?

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details: 

		



Do you have a disability, condition or diagnosis?

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details:

		




Are you on any medication that may cause side effects during your time at Herd Thyme or any special dietary requirements that we need to be aware of.

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details and any potential side effect(s):

			




Do you have any conditions that may need special attention during horse riding or equine activities at Herd Thyme? ( it is the person completing this form responsibility to ensure that we have knowledge of all issues that may pose a risk/problem): 

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details:

	


Riding Ability/Declaration

I consider myself (or the rider I am completing this form for) to be a:

· Complete Beginner
· Beginner
· Novice
· Intermediate
· Advanced

How many times have you/rider ridden in the last 12 months:

· None
· Under 10
· 10-50
· 50+

What do you believe yours or the person's riding capabilities on a horse or pony to be?

· Riding at a walk
· Trotting 
· Cantering
· Hacking

What recent experience do you/rider have? 

		





By completing this form you agree to the following: 

· You confirm that to the best of your knowledge  all of the above details are correct

· You have read and understood the information provided about the activities and their associated risks.

· You understand that Herd Thyme Staff will take all reasonable precautions to ensure your child/young person’s safety and wellbeing. 

· You have read the Herd Thyme Horse Riders Code of conduct. You understand that riding at any standard has inherent risk that you may fall off and could be injured. You accept that risk and agree that Herd Thyme will not be liable for injury or damage to property unless caused by their negligence. 

· When you are signing on behalf of a minor you have explained the Herd Thyme Horse Riders Code of conduct to your child/young person and you both accept the risk and agree that Herd Thyme will not be liable for injury or damage to property unless it is caused by their negligence. 

· By signing this form, I acknowledge that I recognise the inherent risks involved in riding, working and being in close proximity of horses and their environment including but not limited to:
· Bites, kicks, abrasions or contusions from horses.
· Being thrown or bucked off by a horse.
· Scratches or other injury from stalls or enclosures.
· Scratches or other injury from grooming tools and other equine equipment and tack.
· Allergic reactions to animal’s hay or other allergens.
· Tripping in holes or on materials or equipment.
· Slipping, falling or otherwise being injured in the field, stables or on the grounds, which may be slippery, muddy, wet, contain, or present other hazards.

· You acknowledge that while every effort is made to reduce risk, it is not possible to eliminate all risk entirely. 

· You consent to your child/young person taking part in the activities listed, under the supervision of Herd Thyme staff. 

· You consent to first aid being given if required, and for emergency medical treatment to be sought if necessary. 

· You have read and agreed to Herd Thyme’s Policies

· You understand that this consent does not remove Herd Thyme’s legal duty of care, nor does it seek to exclude liability for injury caused by negligence. 

· GDPR Statement: I understand that the information I have given in this form will be held in accordance with General Data Protection Regulations (GPDR) but may also be made available to insurers and other concerned parties in the event of any injury or accident. 

I have read and understood this waiver, including the risks involved and the measures in place to manage them. I give my informed consent for participation in horse riding and equine activities provided by Herd Thyme Alternative Provision.



Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________

Parent/Guardian Name:__________________ 	Date:_____________________
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Herd Thyme Equine Assisted Learning and Care Farm
 

Bushcraft activities waiver form 
Please complete and sign the following form to confirm that you have read and agree to the following conditions:
Purpose of this form
Herd Thyme is an equine assisted learning and care farm offering outdoor, animal assisted and practical learning experiences designed to build confidence, life skills and wellbeing. This form explains the nature of Bushcraft activities at Herd Thyme your child/young person may take part in, outlines potential risks and asks for your consent to participation. All bushcraft activities are carried out under the supervision of trained staff, with full risk assessments and appropriate safety measures in place. However, participation in outdoor and physical activities can involve some inherent risks that cannot be entirely eliminated. 
Details of Person completing this form
Name:						Telephone:				
Relation to Referred Individual:			Email:

Referred Individual’s (RI) Details 
Name: 						D.O.B: 					
Address:						Telephone Number: 

Weight:						Height:

Emergency contact name: 				Emergency contact name telephone: 




Questions 

Have you or the child/young person you are completing this form for, ever suffered serious injury or discomfort while carrying out bushcraft  or been advised not to carryout activites ?

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details: 

		



Do you have a disability, condition or diagnosis?

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details:

		




Are you on any medication that may cause side effects during your time at Herd Thyme or any special dietary requirements that we need to be aware of.

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details and any potential side effect(s):

			




Do you have any conditions that may need special attention during horse riding or equine activities at Herd Thyme? ( it is the person completing this form responsibility to ensure that we have knowledge of all issues that may pose a risk/problem): 

· Yes
· No
If Yes please provide details:

	


Riding Ability/Declaration

I consider myself (or the rider I am completing this form for) to be a:

· Complete Beginner
· Beginner
· Novice
· Intermediate
· Advanced

How many times have you/rider ridden in the last 12 months:

· None
· Under 10
· 10-50
· 50+

What do you believe yours or the person's riding capabilities on a horse or pony to be?

· Riding at a walk
· Trotting 
· Cantering
· Hacking

What recent experience do you/rider have? 

		





By completing this form you agree to the following: 

· You confirm that to the best of your knowledge  all of the above details are correct

· You have read and understood the information provided about the activities and their associated risks.

· You understand that Herd Thyme Staff will take all reasonable precautions to ensure your child/young person’s safety and wellbeing. 

· You have read the Herd Thyme Horse Riders Code of conduct. You understand that riding at any standard has inherent risk that you may fall off and could be injured. You accept that risk and agree that Herd Thyme will not be liable for injury or damage to property unless caused by their negligence. 

· When you are signing on behalf of a minor you have explained the Herd Thyme Horse Riders Code of conduct to your child/young person and you both accept the risk and agree that Herd Thyme will not be liable for injury or damage to property unless it is caused by their negligence. 

· By signing this form, I acknowledge that I recognise the inherent risks involved in riding, working and being in close proximity of horses and their environment including but not limited to:
· Bites, kicks, abrasions or contusions from horses.
· Being thrown or bucked off by a horse.
· Scratches or other injury from stalls or enclosures.
· Scratches or other injury from grooming tools and other equine equipment and tack.
· Allergic reactions to animal’s hay or other allergens.
· Tripping in holes or on materials or equipment.
· Slipping, falling or otherwise being injured in the field, stables or on the grounds, which may be slippery, muddy, wet, contain, or present other hazards.

· You acknowledge that while every effort is made to reduce risk, it is not possible to eliminate all risk entirely. 

· You consent to your child/young person taking part in the activities listed, under the supervision of Herd Thyme staff. 

· You consent to first aid being given if required, and for emergency medical treatment to be sought if necessary. 

· You have read and agreed to Herd Thyme’s Policies

· You understand that this consent does not remove Herd Thyme’s legal duty of care, nor does it seek to exclude liability for injury caused by negligence. 

· GDPR Statement: I understand that the information I have given in this form will be held in accordance with General Data Protection Regulations (GPDR) but may also be made available to insurers and other concerned parties in the event of any injury or accident. 



Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________

Parent/Guardian Name:__________________ 	Date:_____________________
Herd Thyme Limited
Crofton Farm, Marlborough, SN8 3DW
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